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The Private Rented Sector has often been the overlooked and
misunderstood tenure; thought of as student and transient
accommodation - but times have changed. The recent crash in the
housing market has resulted in potential first time buyers being unable to
access cash, current owner-occupiers unable to sell their homes on the
open market, an increase in repossessions and homeless applications
and the turnover within social sector reducing. In the current climate,
the role of the Private Rented Sector is more important than ever for a
wider-range of households.

After the biggest review of the Private Rented Sector, “The Private Rented Sector:
its contribution and potential’, was published last year there have been a number of
important questions raised - is the sector fulfilling its role within the housing market and
how can we make it more effective?

This years’ national conference, run in conjunction with LACORS, will look in detail at
how Private Sector Housing can contribute to the Government’s ambitions for the future
of housing; how to maximise the current changes in the housing market to enable the
full potential of the sector to be realised. The event will question the changes on the
horizon and whether they will lead to better regulation and achieve higher standards
in the Private Rented Sector. We will also explore how to make the best use of existing
tools, powers, and partners to utilise funding in order to deliver sustainable and decent
homes for the future. This will all be considered within the current constraints of today’s
housing market.

Our expert speakers will review the current placement of the Private Rented Sector and
the future role for the tenure.

In addition the event aims to give delegates a practical insight into what has worked in
other areas and how to adapt those areas of good practice for your organisation.




Programme - Day.One l

10.00 Registration and Refreshments

11.00 Chair’'s Welcome & Introduction

Bob Livermore,
Executive Manager, West Lancashire DC

11.05 The Private Rented Sector - Its contribution and potential

Dr Julie Rugg,
Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Housing Policy, York University

Last year, the biggest review of the Private Rented Sector was undertaken by Dr Julie Rugg, looking into the current position and the future
role of the sector.

Within this session, Julie will:
B Go through the findings of this review

8 Highlight where she sees the potential for areas of the sector to improve are - given the current constraints of the market
® Explore the policy direction of travel on the issues raised in the review

11.45 Response to the Rugg Review: the future for the Private Rented Sector

Simon Llewellyn,
Head of Private Renting and Leasehold, Communities and Local Government

Simon will discuss the Government'’s response to the independent review undertaken by Dr Julie Rugg, and where the Government will be
targeting their resources to tackle issues raised by the review.

12.10 A review of the sector and what this means for Local Authorities

Richard Tacagni,
Head of Function (Housing), LACORS

Within this session, Richard will:

B Review regulatory changes over the last 12 months,

# Make some comment of the Rugg Review

B Discuss the impact of credit crunch on service delivery from the Local Authority perspective.

12.30 Lunch
13.30 Professional Practice Sessions One:

n Cold Homes in the Private Rented Sector

Dr Stephen Battersby,
Chartered Environmental Health Practitioner

Within the current economic climate, assuring energy is affordable is a big challenge; through the HHSRS there is a push to improve warmth
within the Private Rented Sector.

Stephen will:

B Talk about his experience of tackling fuel poverty
8 Discuss his work with CLG on addressing this problem within the PRS
B Link this session to the experiences of the Warmfront and the progress made with this agenda.

B} ‘studentification”: success and failure of the PRS

Dr Richard Tyler,
Co-ordinator, National HMO Lobby

Dr Darren Smith,
Reader in Geography, University of Brighton

Darren and Richard will discuss successful impacts of student housing on the market around purpose built accommodation, and Darren will
present some of the findings from his recent paper on this topic.

The workshop will also cover:

B Failures of the student housing market, particularly within a time of shortage in the housing market
B Covering issues such as PPS3 objectives and achieving mixed and sustainable communities

# The impact on second home usage statistics

B Wider implications for communities with high levels of student colonies

A Route to homelessness - Why Private Rented tenants become homeless

Dr Julie Rugg,
Senior Research Fellow, Centre for Housing Policy, York University

Susan Walsh,
Housing Options Manager, Blackpool BC

Julie will go through the findings of her research with Shelter on why Private Rented Tenants become homeless, looking into the alternative
options which are available to them given the current market conditions. Susan will then discuss Blackpool's experience of assisting those
from within the Private Rented Sector, and their success in addressing the issue of repeat homeless from this cohort.



14.40

15.00

16.00

Review of Housing Benefit allowance and impact on PRS

Professor Steve Wilcox,
York University

Steve will highlight some of the issues raised by the current review into housing benefit allowance and how this is likely to impact on tenants
in the Private Rented Sector, and the tenures’ sustainability in future markets.

Refreshments

Professional Practice Sessions Two:

Improving partnership working for the benefit of tenants

Alan Elborough,
Director, Settled Housing Solutions

Jim McLaughlin,
Director, Settled Housing Solutions

The changing economic climate is heightening demands on Local Authority housing services. Authorities around the country are increasingly
looking to the Private Rented Sector (PRS) as an alternative to social housing for clients who present themselves as homeless. However, the
challenge facing Local Authorities is to develop effective partnerships with the PRS and to design sustainable housing options that are both
attractive to their clients, and which also meet the commercial outcomes of the PRS market.

Alan and Jim will:

B Discuss the benefits of an Assured Shorthold Framework

# Demonstrate how it can improve partnership working, improve accessibility and supply within the PRS
B Explore to promote long sustainable tenancies and finally raise standards in the sector

Making better use of empty properties

John Marr,
Policy Officer, LACORS

Given the current pressures on the housing market, ensuring empty properties are utilised is more important then ever.
John will:
B Explain the latest research work he has undertaken in this area

# Highlight his investigation of a wide range of mechanisms to utilise empty properties and bring them back into use effectively and
efficiently

B Cite some good practice examples where empty properties have been tackled effectively

Tackling overcrowding using HHSRS

David Webber,
Policy Officer, Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea

lan Cole,
Senior EHO, Bristol City Council

Lack of supply often results in households residing within unsuitable or overcrowded accommodation. David is currently on secondment to
develop new guidance on tackling overcrowding, and he will talk about his work in this area. lan will discuss how Bristol has been addressing
this problem within their area through the Health and Housing Safety Rating system.

Migrant workforce and their accommodation

David Nix,
Head of Policy and Communications, GLA

Gangmasters Licensing Authority has been undertaking a considerable amount of work in this area and David will inform delegates of the
success of this scheme.

This workshop will cover:

B The currently changing migrant workforce and their accommodation requirements with in the Private Sector

B The sector’s suitability in meeting the needs of this group

# The joint agency working that has been undertaken to ensure an effective response to accommodating this cohort

Migration: the changing profile and the future prospects for the sector under current economic
conditions

Professor Steve Wilcox,
York University

Hometrack (TBC)

The pressure on the Private Rented Sector has been increasing due to market changes and supply issues; and the need for a better
understanding of the Private Rented Sector has been highlighted in report after report. Steve is extremely knowledgeable about migration
patterns and data sources and will highlight how to gain the most intelligence from these.

This session will cover:

B Profile changes of those renting privately and what this means for the future of the tenure

B Some of the greatest changes in the market and what this is likely to mean for the long-term viability and effectiveness of the
tenure



17.15

19.00
for
19.30

# Aninvestigation of the migration patterns within the sector

This final session of the first day will allow delegates to question their organisation’s knowledge of their Private Rented Sector’s profile, and
highlight some of the key intelligence and understanding that is required.

Close of Conference Day One

Conference Dinner and Entertainment

Programme - Day Two l

09.30

10.40

11.00

11.45

12.30

Professional Practice Sessions Three:

Fire safety in residential accommodation

Kevin Thompson,
Policy Officer, CIEH

Paul Dryden,
Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue Authority

Following the guidance, which was published last year, the session will provide:
B New written clarification to cover the issues raised through the consultation period
8 Further advice and detail some of the themes covered within the regional events

Healthy Homes Initiative

lan Watson,
Team Leader, HMRI HIT Team

The Liverpool Healthy Homes Initiative is being funded with over £9 million from the PCT - to tackle the health impacts of poor housing.
lan will:

8 Talk through some of issues which his team has had to overcome

B How this new initiative is likely to have a significant impact on the lives of people throughout the community

B Where the initiative goes from here

Communities in Control - engaging with the private sector

Margaret Wilkinson MBE,
Head of Projects and Development, Neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation

Following the White Paper published last year, the importance of engaging with all tenures has been highlighted - particularly those who are
usually the last to be consulted, households renting from the Private Sector.

Within this workshop, Margaret will:

B Highlight some of her experiences in engaging with the Private Rented Sector

B Review the most successful mechanisms for doing such consultation

# Cover mechanisms for engagement with those households who are often over-looked and under-represented

Tackling ASB throughout the community

Sylvia Simpson,
Senior Manager, Bolton At Home

Julianne Scarlatt,
Private Rented Sector Co-ordinator, Bolton MBC

Ensuring that we have sustainable communities and are able to effectively deal with ASB requires a mechanism for addressing this cross-
tenure.

From this workshop delegates will hear from a successful programme within Bolton that has been instrumental in turning around their
mixed tenure estates and tackling ASB cases through tenant and landlord engagement.

Refreshments

How the agency’s role impacts on the Private Sector

Graeme Geddes,
Planning Manager, Investment & Renewal Division, HCA (Invited)

The establishment of the new Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) is likely to have a significant impact on the delivery of a wide range of
development programmes. This session will highlight how the HCA's role is likely to impact on the Private Rented Sector.

Current Challenges in the market and identifying opportunities

lan Fletcher,
Director, British Property Federation

lan will end the conference with a round-up of current challenges for the sector and highlight future opportunities which may arise. lan will
set out how the emerging policies are likely to develop and what impact they will have on the sector over the next 12 months.

Close of Conference
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Contact Name:

Organisation Name:

Organisation Address:

Tel: Fax: Email:
No. of Places:

Title Delegate Name Job Title Email Address P1P25§ is': n7l?jary81 PP Sfiséoonr an 2

Pre-event information can be download from our website approximately 3-4 weeks prior to event date.

Dietary needs or special requirements (including any vegetarians):

How did the delegate first hear about this event? (please tick] Advert Website Word of Mouth Email Flyer
Mailshot (in post) Other (please specify)
Delegate Fees: Residential Non-Residential

£449 + vat £389 + vat

£399 + vat for NHC Members £339 + vat for NHC Members

BOOK 3 PLACES ONLY PAY FOR 2 (EXCLUDES ACCOMMODATION AND CONFERENCE DINNER).
3RD DELEGATE ACCOMMODATION AND CONFERENCE DINNER ARE CHARGEABLE AT £99 + VAT AND £35 + VAT RESPECTIVELY.
BOOK BEFORE 13TH MARCH AND RECEIVE A £30 DISCOUNT OFF THE DELEGATE FEE.

a) Please find enclosed a cheque for £ made payable to NHC.

b) Please send invoice for the attention of:
(Please note; payment of the invoice is required prior to event date)

Confirmation of booking and invoice will be sent within 7 days of receipt of the completed booking form to the contact person named above.

-
How to book Delegate Pack - If you are unable to attend the event but would like to receive a delegate
I:I pack, which includes all available speakers’ presentations, please indicate.
Dooo Fax us on:
838) 0191 566 1001 Delegate Pack £30.00 + vat.
Please note, payment is required prior to the pack being sent out.
’ On-line at:
g33%83%8| www.northern-consortium.org.uk Please note any telephone reservations are made on a provisional basis and
e must be confirmed in writing within 2 working days.
Delegate fees include all refreshments and conference notes.
By post to: ) )
Northern Housing Consortium Pre-event information can be downloaded from the events page of our
Webster's Ropery, Ropery Roac‘i website approx 4 weeks prior to event.
Deptford Terrace, Deptford, Sunderland, If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact the
Tyne & Wear SR4 6DJ Events Team on 0191 566 1000.
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(Cancellation Policy
| understand that the above reservation(s) is/are made on the condition that a full refund will be given less a £35 administration fee if more than 28 days notice is given. 50% of
the course fee will be charged for any cancellation(s) which is/are given 28 days or less prior to the event date. Any cancellation(s) made 14 days or less before the event date will
be liable for the full course fee. All cancellations must be confirmed in writing and acknowledged by the NHC. Substitutions are allowed at any time at no extra charge. NOTE:
Organisations taking advantage of the ‘Book two get third place free’” option will be charged a 'no show fee’ of £75.00 + vat if the third delegate does not attend. These conditions
will not apply if for any reason, the event is cancelled by the NHC. The NHC reserves the right to alter the programme without notice due to unforeseen circumstances.

Data Protection
In accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, personal information provided on this flyer will be used to make contact with you for this event, and other events and services
L delivered by Northern Housing Consortium Ltd. If you would prefer not to receive these mailings please email enquiries@northern-consortium.org.uk.
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